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Hanne Friis Olesen 
Representative for Area 01 (Denmark)

I was rather young, when in 1973 I was invited to be a member of 
Zonta Club of Aalborg. It was a great honor and acknowledgement for 
me to get the opportunity to join the world-wide, classified 
organization Zonta International. An organization for recognized 
women leaders in businesses and professions entirely different.

At that time, in the seventies, one of the Presidential Biennial Themes 
was “Service throughout the World: The Zonta Way of Life”. Zonta 
opened a window to a world, where you support women’s right as 
human rights. Zonta International was granted consultative status to 
ECOSOC, UNESCO and UNICEF and The first International Women ś 
Year Conference was held in Mexico in 1975.On Club level as well as 
Area, District and International levels I have met and still meet 
fantastic role models and mentors, who all live up to Zonta ś motto: 
Fair, Square, every time every where. In 1979 I became a Charter 
member of Aarhus Zonta Club. 

Zonta’s purpose is more relevant than ever. That’s why I am a 
member.

Ruta Jasioniene
Representative for Area 02 (Lithuania)

Ruta Jasioniene
Representative for Area 02 (Lithuania)
I joined Zonta in August 2009 and have served Zonta as D 13 
Secretary, Club president and currently AREA 2 secretary. I like to 
advocate Zonta’s interests in our community, to make Zonta well-
known and respected by our community.

I enjoy being a Zontian. Together with Zonta I found a great truth of 
life: when you give, you receive more. I think, being a member of the 
Zonta, I have become stronger as a woman, more creative and 
efficient personality.

Zonta is my long-life learning University. 
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Hildur Helga Gisladottir
Representative for Area 03 (Iceland)

Hildur Helga Gísladóttir

I am a founding member of the Sunna Zonta Club in Hafnarfjordur, 
that was founded by a group of women from Reykjavik and the 
surrounding towns in 2003. I have twice been a member of the 
board and took over as chairwoman of the club this year.
I have done a lot of work in the field of social affairs, including 
politics, it is the way to have influence and that’s where I have been 
able to work towards advancing women’s rights in a broader 
context. My background is in farming and I love to spend time in my 
second home in the countryside. 

The reason I decided to join Zonta was that I wanted to support 
their agenda, in particular the rights of girls and women, which is a 
subject that is close to my heart. Participating in this organization 
excited me, as I knew from experience that through cooperation, 
women can change the world for the better. I have been an activist 
in the fight for women’s rights since I was a teenager, been on the 
board of UN Women in Iceland, am currently a board member of 
the Icelandic Women’s Rights Association and was for a long time 
the general director of the Women’s Association in Iceland. I was a 
representative for Iceland on the executive board of the Nordisk 
Forum Malmö Women’s conference in 2014. I have attended many 
of the UN Women’s Commission meetings, CSW in New York for the 
Women’s Organization in Iceland and noticed how strong a voice 
Zonta has there and as a result, was ready to take a seat on Zonta’s
UN Committee when asked to do so. 

I know that the organization and procedures of the UN are complex 
but non-the less interesting. It is my hope that the work of the UN 
Committee of the 13th district draws the attention of Zonta women 
and provides insight into the activities that have had a decisive and 
positive effect on women worldwide
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Maggi Brigham
Representative for Area 04 (Norway)

I have been a member of the Trondheim Club of Zonta 
International for two years. There are two main reasons for why I 
am attracted to Zonta. The first is the organization’s work to 
prevent gender-based violence and improve women’s health and 
economic opportunities among the most vulnerable of us 
through the local and the international service projects. The 
second reason is that I continuously get inspired by all the strong 
and competent Zonta-women from all over the world that I meet 
at the different Zonta venues. I am currently a member of the 
board of Trondheim Zonta as well as a member of the club’s 
International Committee.
I wanted to join the UN and CoE Committee of our District both 
to learn more about how Zonta supports the UN and CoE efforts 
for gender equality, and what we as members can do to 
influence and sustain this work. When I’m not actively doing 
Zonta work, I try my best to improve the lives and status of 
women through my job as a social science researcher and 
volunteering for the Red Cross and I have been recently elected 
alternate on the FOKUS Board.

Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard, 
Past International President 2014 - 2016
District Committee Chair

I joined Zonta in November 1989 and has been member of the oldest 
club in the District, Copenhagen 1 for 30 years. Currently I am the Club 
President of the Zonta Club of Copenhagen Multicultural, chartered on 
International Women’s Day in Zonta’ s 100 years anniversary: the 8th of 
March 2019.

I joined Zonta for the network and stayed in Zonta because of our 
projects and programs. We in Zonta make a true difference in the life of 
many women worldwide!
As passionate advocate for women’s rights it is a great honor to be the 
chairman of the UN & CoE committee this biennium.



TO GENDER EQUALITY

25 November – 10 December
16 days of activism

ADVOCACY TOOLS5 LINK

GET THE FACTS2 LINK

WHAT TO DO DAY BY DAY3 LINK

LINKSHARE YOUR STORY6

WATCH THE VIDEO1 LINK

LINK4
PUBLIC RELATIONS TOOLS
Infographics, how to use the campaigns 
frame around the Facebook picture etc.

https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/prtools/
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://zontasaysno.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/get-the-facts.pdf
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/AdvocacyTools/ZontaSaysNOToolkit.pdf
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/prtools/
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Contact_Management/Sign_In.aspx?WebsiteKey=fa59e7e8-9db0-4736-b8df-7a6476fb9063&LoginRedirect=true&returnurl=/shareyourstory
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://videopress.com/v/QDEO5QcT
https://videopress.com/v/QDEO5QcT
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/prtools/


Purpose and goals  D13 2020 – 2022
UN & CoE committee 

To disseminate knowledge about the UN and the CoE viao

Easy• -to-go newsletters
Webinars•

To provide tools for clubs to o
Participate in relevant campaigns, such as the • 16 days of activism and Zonta 
Says No to Violence Against Women
Collaborate with other organizations•

To conduct workshops (if virtual via ZOOM and using the free o

whiteboards from www.miro.com)

Watch, follow and share in Social Media
Press the icon

Zonta International

UN Women

Kvinderådet (DK)

Fokus (N)

UN Women Nordic

https://www.facebook.com/ZontaInternational
https://twitter.com/ZontaIntl
https://www.instagram.com/Zontaintl/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3729863/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ZontaInternational
https://www.zonta.org/
https://www.facebook.com/unwomen
https://twitter.com/UN_Women
https://www.instagram.com/unwomen/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-women/
https://www.youtube.com/UNWomen
https://www.facebook.com/Kvinderaadet/
https://twitter.com/kvinderaadet
https://www.instagram.com/kvinderaadet/
https://soundcloud.com/kvinderaadet
https://kvinderaadet.dk/
https://www.fokuskvinner.no/
https://www.facebook.com/fokuskvinner
https://twitter.com/FOKUSkvinner
https://www.instagram.com/fokuskvinner/
https://twitter.com/unwomennordic
https://un.dk/da/fn-i-danmark/un-women

