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Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women
is our global campaign to get more people to not
look away but speak up and take action.
On 25 November many iconic buildings around
the world turned orange – the color chosen by
the United Nations to symbolize a brighter future
free from violence and demonstrate global
activism to fight this crime.
In Aarhus, Denmark, The Music Hall was lighted
up Orange as a part of UN Womens Orange the
World.

The fortune we want, the UN we need

1325
This year we will end Zonta 100 celebrations at Convention in Chicago.
We should have started to celebrate UN 2020 and 75 years of UN, 20 years of UN Security
Council Resolution 1235 and of course Beijing+25, highlighted at CSW 64.
The Commission decided that the 64th session of the Commission will convene on 9 March, at
10.00 a.m. (EST), for a procedural meeting. The meeting will include opening statements,
followed by the adoption of the draft Political Declaration and action on any other draft
resolutions. The session will then suspend until further notification. No general debate will
take place and all side events planned by Member States and the UN system in
conjunction with CSW64 will be cancelled.
Opening statement by Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive
Director of UN Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, at the 64th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women 9 March 2020
In her remarks Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka said: "We have created a world
where women are squeezed into just 25 percent—one quarter—of the space, both in physical
decision-making rooms, and in the stories that we tell about our lives. One quarter is not enough.
Only half is an equal share, and only half is enough".

Monday march 9.
Member States agree to
fully implement the
Beijing Declara.on on
gender equality,
addressing gaps that hold
women back

Check out the speech from
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka on
http://webtv.un.org
In a Political Declaration adopted today by
Member States commemorating the 25th
anniversary of the Fourth World Conference
on Women, held in Beijing in 1995, leaders
pledged to ramp up efforts to fully implement
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, still considered the most visionary
blueprint on women’s rights.
The Political Declaration is the main outcome
of the 64th session of the Commission on the
Status of Women, the largest annual
gathering on gender equality and the
empowerment of women at the UN. This year
the Commission decided to scale back the

session to a one-day procedural meeting with
delegations and civil society representatives
based in New York, in light of the COVID-19
situation.
This year’s session focused entirely on the
review and appraisal of the implementation of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action. The review took stock of the status of
women, including in-depth assessment of
current challenges that affect the
implementation of the Platform for Action and
the achievement of gender equality and the
empowerment of women.

History of CSW
During the inaugural of the UN General
Assembly in London in February 1946
Eleanor Roosevelt, asked for more action for
women.
A few days later, a Sub-commission
dedicated the Status of Women was
established under the Commission on Human
Rights.
In May 1946 the first Chairperson of the
SubCommission, Bodil Begtrup,
Denmark,requested the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) for a change to full
commission status.
On 21 June 1946, the Sub-Commission
formally became the Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW), a full-fledged
Commission dedicated to ensuring women’s equality and promoting women’s rights.
CSW first met at Lake Success, New York, in February 1947. At the session, all of the 15
government representatives were women-giving the Commission the unique character it
was going to maintain throughout its history by gathering a majority of women delegate

First Session of the Commission on the Status of Women of United Nations Economic
and Social Council
Mrs. Bodil Begtrup, Denmark, shakes hands with Jan Stanczyk, Poland, Top-Ranking Director
of the United Nations Department of Social Affairs, after her election as chairman of the
Commission on the Status of Women of the United Nations Economic and Social Council at its
first meeting. Miss Elsie Bowerman, Commission Secretary, is seen at right.
08 February 1947
The women behind the Danish imprint on UN Declaration of Human Rights was Bodil Begtrup,
who played a big role regarding women’s rights.
Bodik Begtrup had been Chair Danish Council of Women
Bodil Begtrup was appointed ambassador to Iceland in 1949.
Bodil Begtrup and
Queen Ingrid of
Denmark.

Find the tribute to Bodil Begtrup
as a pdf on D-13 website.

Results of the UN workshop at the
D-13 conference september 2019
Check the results on the D-13 website.

Regional Review
Mee.ng Geneva
october 2019

The Beijing+25 Regional Review Meeting provided a
forum for UNECE member States to review progress
and identify challenges in the implementation of the
Beijing Platform for Action. The meeting was held on
29-30 October 2019 in the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
and was jointly organized by UNECE and the UN
Women Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia.
Els van Winkel, Regina
Smit, Leslie Wright,
President Susanne von
Bassewitz, Ingeborg
Geyer, Hanne Friis,
Barbara Devin.

…and another Centennial Anniversary
President Susanne von Bassewitz: "Like
Zonta, the International Labour Organization
(ILO) was founded in 1919, in the aftermath
of World War I. One of its key missions right
from the start was the "improvement of
women’s right and working condition" and
"equal remuneration for work of equal value."
Is this not remarkable? Today, the ILO has
187 member countries in total. On Monday
this week UN Chair Ingeborg Geyer, UN
Committee Main Representative in Geneva
Els Van Winckel and I met with Mr. Guy
Ryder, Director General of the ILO to
congratulate him on the ILO’s centennial anniversary and the adoption of the Convention
„Violence and Harassment in the World of Work“ in June this year. Work on this Convention
started well before the #MeToo movement took off. We talked about Zonta achievements and
goals and possibilities to collaborate on the violence at work issue."
in photo: Els Van Winckel, Main Representative of the ZI UN Committee in Geneva, Mr. Guy
Ryder, Director General of the International Labour Organization, Zonta International President
Susanne von Bassewitz and Ingeborg Geyer, Chair ZI UN Committee.

REMEMBER
Convention in Chicago 4-8 july 2020.
We recommend the members to participate in the
Convention. Plans and details on the website. It will be a
once in a lifetime experience, this 100 years celebration.
Warm regards from District 13 UN and CoE Committe team
Hildur Helga Gisladottir, Astrid Grude Eikseth, Hanne Friis,
Maria Jose Landeira Østergaard, Ruta Jasioniene.

